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SMU Libraries
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Quick facts: SMU Libraries

• Over 462,000 books (Over 400,000 

e-books)

• Access to 80,000+ e-journals

• 170+ electronic databases

• More than 2.8 million downloads from 

institutional repository

• Over 1.27 million visitors in 2018

• 39 staff: 19 professional librarians
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Recap from this morning – OER Basics
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https://youtu.be/-YZZlEjQotY

https://youtu.be/-YZZlEjQotY
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This Afternoon – Schedule
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Learning Objective 3

 Participants will be able to identify and search for OER relevant to their library 
user needs

Coffee/Tea Break 2.45pm

Learning Objective 4

 Participants will be able to develop a proposal for library portal content 
enrichment project



HOW DO YOU THINK OER MAY 
HELP YOUR INSTITUTIONS?

Warm-Up



Searches, Identification and Selection of OERs
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Where to find OER?
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Depends on the type of OER you are looking for: 

• Textbooks

• Course syllabus

• Case studies 

• Digital learning objects (Videos, interactive games etc.)

• Other Ancillary materials and teaching aids (Slides, Quizzes, lesson plans, teaching guides 
etc,)
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OER Platforms – Types
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• Open Textbook Collections – mainly textbooks only (Open Textbook Library, OpenStax, 
BCcampus OpenEd)

• Institutional Collections: only includes material from faculty/academics affiliated with an 
institution. Some have dedicated platforms (Open SUNY Textbooks), whilst others are part 
of their Institutional Repositories (OpenMichigan, Teaching Commons draws from IRs). 

• Large Platforms or Aggregators – contains all other ancillary material and digital objects 
(MERLOT, OASIS, OER Commons).

• Full Course Syllabus (Open Course Library, MIT OpenCourseWare)

• Subject/Discipline OER sites – Platforms for specific disciplinary areas only (eg. NOBA for 
Psychology)

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
https://openstax.org/subjects
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?subject
https://textbooks.opensuny.org/
https://open.umich.edu/find/find-open-educational-resources
https://teachingcommons.us/
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm?action=find
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/
https://www.oercommons.org/advanced-search
http://opencourselibrary.org/course/
https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/?utm_source=ocw-megamenu&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=mclstudy
https://nobaproject.com/browse-content
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https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/ 11

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
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https://open.umich.edu/find/find-open-educational-resources 14

https://open.umich.edu/find/find-open-educational-resources
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https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm 16

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm


SMU Classification: Restricted

17



HOW CAN WE EVALUATE OER? 

Brainstorming
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Evaluating OER

19

• Licensing – Does the CC license allow re-use and adaptation? 

• Quality and Accuracy – Are the facts correct? Is the spelling and grammar sound? Is it 
peer-reviewed? Is it affiliated with an institution? Has it been adopted by others? 

• Recency – Has it been written recently? Has it been updated? Are the examples current 
and relevant?

• Adaptability and Accessibility – Does the format allow flexible use (eg. single chapter 
download)? Can it be easily edited? Does it come in various file formats? Are transcripts or 
read-aloud enabled? 

• Relevance and Fit – Is it applicable to your context eg. Region? Is it suitable for the 
students’ level? Is it relevant to the course objectives? 
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Case Studies/Scenarios – see handout
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• Introductory Psychology A first year Psychology course is currently using a pricey commercial textbook, and the 
instructor is looking to replace this with an Open Textbook. The instructor would be grateful if there is a relevant 
textbook that can be adopted (either as-is or mix and match chapters). He/she would also welcome any 
supplemental material such as case studies. 

• Financial Accounting There is a new professor teaching a second year Financial Accounting course, and he/she is 
looking for any suggestions on ANY type of teaching materials relevant to the subject eg. Textbook, readings, case 
studies or any other material. 

• First-Year Physics A physics instructor would like to revamp his/her course to include more innovative teaching 
methods such as blended learning and flipped classroom. The instructor is looking for material to support this 
online learning eg. Short Videos explaining basic physics concepts, interactive games/simulations or other digital 
learning objects. He/she would also like suggestions on an open-textbook for first year physics.

• Statistics for Social Science A mathematics professor will be teaching a general statistics course for students 
without any mathematical background. Although the professor already has a commercial textbook, he/she would 
like suggestions on an Open Textbook to recommend to students who may need extra reading to catch up, 
without spending extra money. The professor also thinks that other supplementary resources such as short 
explanatory videos, case studies or games/simulations would help the students. 

• Any other practical scenario of your choice that can be applicable to your institution. 



Based on your preferred scenario/case study, search for 
suitable OER.

Shortlist relevant OER for adoption and write on flipchart.

• Full textbook and/or textbook chapters

• Digital objects

Evaluate your resource(s) with the help of the checklist, identify 3 strong criteria to justify your 
choice (1 per post-it), and stick on flipchart. 

Recency
Updated in 2018 with 

current examples



SHARING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

How was it? 



Planning and Developing Library Portal Enrichment 
with OERs



OER GAME

Warm-up



IF A RESOURCE DOES NOT ALLOW YOU TO MAKE 
CHANGES, IS IT STILL AN OER? 

To think about: 



Planning and Developing Library Portal Enrichment 
with OERs
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What is involved in portal enrichment? 

Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System. (2015). Curating Open Educational Resources. Retrieved from 
http://ce.uwex.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/CuratingOERs.pdf 36 27

Some form of ‘curation’ is necessary

“OER curation involves finding, organizing, annotating, and sharing OER that is 
relevant…”

Can involve either creating links to material hosted elsewhere, or hosting curated OER. 
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PLANNING & REVIEW
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What is involved in portal enrichment? 

Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System. (2015). Curating Open Educational Resources. Retrieved from 
http://ce.uwex.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/CuratingOERs.pdf 36 33

Some form of ‘curation’ is necessary

“OER curation involves finding, organizing, annotating, and sharing OER that is 
relevant…”

Can involve either creating links to material hosted elsewhere, or hosting curated OER. 
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Brief Process and Workflow
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Review & Scope

Institution’s curriculum needs

Curation Platform Assessment

Determining fit

Searching & Identifying

Building a curated list 

Structure & Organization

Organizing content in a meaningful way
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See handout 35
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Review of Institutional Needs and Scope
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This should include:

• Looking at the institution’s disciplinary areas in the teaching curriculum. 

• Scope: Will this OER project broadly cut across all institutional subject areas? Or 
will it be a focussed on particular gaps or needs areas? 

The full proposal should serve as the blueprint for the project, and is important in 
determining the initial scope and plans for search strategy

– See proposal template handout.
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Curation Platform Assessment

Considerations:

•Maintenance of links/updated 
editions

•Ease of making changes such as 
adding or removing a resource

•Availability of metadata

•Licensing 

•Types of OER for curation

•Needs consideration

LibGuides

Webpage/Site

LMS  hosted

37
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Searching and Identifying
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Craft a search strategy based on focus 
areas

• Identify OER repositories covering related 
subject areas (exclude others) and OER types

• Systematically search repositories with search 
terms 
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Structure and Organization
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Structure the curated content in a way that is meaningful and that facilitates 
discoverability. This can be done in a number of ways, examples include

•By Faculty or School disciplines and sub-areas

•By Course (if known) 

•By level eg. Introductory first-year level studies

•By Media, eg. Digital objects such as videos or Open Textbooks

Key information should be provided, including at the very least date of publication 
(or last revision), ISBN (if available) and Source. 



OER AT SMU LIBRARIES

Case Example
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SMU’s 6 Schools and Teaching Areas
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https://researchguides.smu.edu.sg/OER 42

https://researchguides.smu.edu.sg/OER


SMU Classification: Restricted

http://researchguides.smu.edu.sg/OER/business 43

http://researchguides.smu.edu.sg/OER/business


THINK ABOUT YOUR PROPOSALS AND 
DISCUSS WITH A PARTNER 

Think-Pair-Share
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Further Resources - OERs on OERs!
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• The OER Starter Kit – An introductory handbook for instructors, intended for users with no background 
in Open Education https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/

• OER: A Field Guide for Academic Librarians – Intended for OER Champions at their respective 
institutions and written for librarians https://commons.pacificu.edu/pup/3/

• SPARC’s OE Leadership Program – Although the program is not available for international applicants, all 
modules and materials in the intensive course are openly available https://sparcopen.org/our-
work/open-education-leadership-program/curriculum/

Networks: 

• AUN-TEPL Network - AUN Technology Enhanced Personalised Learning Network. 

• Open Textbook Initiative – Librarian’s network in Australia (merging with OEP-SIG, but useful resources 
on their site)

• ASCILITE’s OEP-SIG – Australasian OE Practice Special Interest Group 

https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/
https://commons.pacificu.edu/pup/3/
https://sparcopen.org/our-work/open-education-leadership-program/curriculum/


RECAP AND REFLECTION

Takeaways
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Thank you!
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melodychin@smu.edu.sg

mailto:melodychin@smu.edu.sg

